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American MonoRail Co.’s New Plant Will Help 
Industry Cut Materials Handling Costs 


c.r^p 

BY JOB 




_OBHV E. BRYAN 

With up to 35% of industry’s production costs in 
handling materials, the first step in an important $1,500,- 
000, five-year program to help trim this overhead has 
been completed by the American M onoRail. Co. 

A new functional building with 


24,000 square feet now is in full 
operation on W. 150th Street just 
north of Brookpark Road S. W. 

It is turning out overhead under¬ 
slung cranes exclusively. Eventual 
plans call for 100,000 square feet 
of manufacturing space and a 
12,000 square-foot office building 
on the 10-acre site. 

American MonoRail, which has 
achieved more than one third of 
an annual $19,000,000 business 
booked by the Monorail Manufac¬ 
turers Association, will mark the 
new plant’s opening with a dedi¬ 
cation Thursday. 

As more buildings are com 
pleted, operations will be trans¬ 
ferred from quarters, occupied 
since 1928 in the Bramley Stor 
age Building, 13107 Athens 
Avenue N. W. 

The company has increased its 
employees by about 10% in the 
last five months to 500 working 
two shifts of a 58-hour week. 
Additional employment is ex¬ 
pected soon. 

Research Unit Develops 
Useful New Products 

Five years ago American Mono- 
Rail set up a research and de¬ 
velopment department which has 
come up with several new prod¬ 
ucts, including MonoCleaner and 
TriRail which have been field 
tested and now are Veing made 
and marketed successfully. 

Many new uses for the present 
lines of equipment also have 
been developed. Much research 
has been in the textile field, an 
important one to MonoRail 
which it pioneered. 

Since early history, man con 
stantly has sought to move ma 
terials. Ancient Egyptians ap 
plied rotary motion to hoisting 
devices. Improvements have been 
made slowly through the years. 
Today with materials handling 


costs still so high, efficiency is 
more vital than ever before. It 
also increases workers’ safety. A 
recent survey revealed that 22% 
of all worker disabilities were 
the result of poor materials 
handling — old fashioned and in¬ 
adequate methods. 

"MonoRail," or the single-track 
overhead conveyor, originated 
with a farm boy. It was used in 
cow barns for hay storage, with 
wooden truck and make-shift 
trolleys. Later, when litter car¬ 
riers were developed, special light 
steel track and roller bearing 
trolleys made up systems for the 
removal* of manure from the 
barns. 

First Used on Hint 
From Ex-Farmers 

According to one story, Mono- 
Rail was used first in industry 
at the suggestion of some ex¬ 
farm boys early in World War I 
to handle shells. This brought 
about formation of the indus¬ 
trial division of the Louden Ma¬ 
chinery Co., Fairfield, la. 

J. P. Lawrence, president of 
American MonoRail Co., and 
three associates were among the 
first to also develop this field. 
The first small shop was started 
here in 1926 on Pear Avenue 
N. W., with a few employees and 
an annual sales volume of $112,- 
000. Now the volume exceeds 
$7,000,000 annually and the com¬ 
pany has grown from a minor 
producer of overhead equipment 
to a major producer, from single . 
track installations to fully auto¬ 
matic dispatch systems. 

Cleveland makes about 75% 
of the intraplant overhead han¬ 
dling equipment with such other 
firms in this area as the Cleve¬ 
land Tramrail unit of Cleveland 
Crane & Engineering Co., as prob¬ 
ably the oldest in this field, 
while Towmotor Co. and Elwell 
Parker Electric Co., take a 
“leading part of materials across 
plant floors. 

_ HP Large American MonoRail in- 

EAVY duty gantry cranes stallations can be found in many 
L x provide auxiliary service be- nations and in this area at Cleve- 
eath a box type mill crane. These land-Chevrolet division and thel 

entries, produced by the American Sundry. Alum' 

lonorail Co., 13107 Athens Ave- inu P ' Co of Ame rica, Eaton’ 
ue, Cleveland, operate at 100 ft. Manufacturing Co., the Lincoln 
>er min. from dual drives, from £) ectric c 0 ., the Thompson Prod- 
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Little Monorail Builds 
Plane Plant Equipment W ’ 

Production of bombers and pur¬ 
suit ships for the British and 
French air forces is calling for en¬ 
largement of many airplant plants 
in the United States. Enlargement 
of these plants calls for overhead 
handling systems and that is where 
the American Monorail C o., 13107 
AthensXWlitfe”. ' La ke wood, comes 
in. Contracts calling for $150,000 
installations of overhead monorail 
equipment recently have been re¬ 
ceived at the local plant, which is 
operating day and night in an ef¬ 
fort to keep pace with demands o 
the aircraft industry. 

Every modern facility is beir 
utlizided for minimum handling 
materials and parts in the large alf 
craft plants through the use of 
elaborate overhead handling sys¬ 
tems costing excess of $500,000 
Most of the systems,.ar^ designed 
apd faBrfca&SSfc cSwland by 
Jdoooraiji (Uf ft) •4 * *6 URtAWdler 

r l include more than 

ifc^OoO feet of specially built track, 
suspended from the ceiling to al¬ 
low travel of trolley carriers 
through the air," he said. Men 
literally work on top of each other 
at various levels in construction 
jigs where fuselage and wings are 
built. When completed they are 
picked up by the monorail car^ 
riers and transferred to final as¬ 
sembly lines. . 

Miller, with F. C. Harris, chief 
engineer, and J. P* Harris, vice 
president in charge of sales, organ¬ 
ized this company which has been 
in Cleveland since 1926. 

Unique features of the systems 
developed by Harris include the 
longest clear span crane in exist¬ 
ence. it begin 162 feet over-all and 
was installed in the Boeing Assem¬ 
bly Plant in Seattle. 

An installation of more than 2a,- 
000 feet of overhead track was 
made at the Glenn L. Martin Co. 
plant at Baltimore and with the 
completion of the addition to the 
Consolidated Aircraft plant at San 
Diego, Cal., there will be 30,000 feet 
of overhead track available for 
handling purposes. 

Among other important monorail 
Installations in aircraft plants by 
the Cleveland company are the 
Sacramento Air Depot, United 
States Army and Naval Air Depot* 
at Norfolk. Va., Pearl Harbor in, 
the Philippines and Curtiss plants 
at Buffalo, N’. Y., and Newark, N. J. 
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the conventional steel wheel on the 
floor rail and from the Monotvactoi 


ucts, Inc., Cleveland Pneumatic 
Tool Co., Addressograph-Multi- 


rubber wheel on the wall rail. On graph Corp. and others. 

• i L Af f I AT Trio i 


the crane bridge is shown an elec¬ 
tric hoist which is propelled by a 

*pur type Monotractor for horizon 
tal movement. This carrier unit op¬ 
erates at 350 ft. per min., controls 
for all movement being located in 
the gantry cab. The capacity of 
the crane illustrated is 2 tons. Sim¬ 
ilar equipment can be furnished to 
handle loads up to 5 tons. 


Other officers of the company 


are J. L. Pischke, executive vice- 
president; C. deV Miller, vice- 
president; James A. Farrell, sec¬ 
retary; R. H. Miller, treasurer, 
aud Quigg Lohr, assistant secre¬ 
tary. 

In only two years out of 27, 
the depression years of 1931 and 
1932, has the company failed to 
make a profit. It has had an 
unbroken dividend record since 
1935. Outstanding stock is 600,- 
000 shares which recently was 
traded over the counter at 7% 
bid and 8*4 asked. 

The Cleveland investment firm 
of Saunders, Stiver & Co., with 
its Vice-President Jack Doergc 
specializing, has acted as stock 
consultant for American Mono- 
Rail in recent years. 



























Directors Elect Chairman 


and President 



J. L. Pischke has been elected 


president of the America n Mono - 
Rail Co., succeeding J. P. Law- 

nan, 

■ _ | flay- 

Pischk £pi^ffo« fltE 32334 

Lake Road, Avon Lake, has been 



with MonoRail since 1936, having 
successively served as auditor, 
secretary, treasurer and, since, 
1951, as executive vice-president' 
He has been a member of the 
board since 1940. Other business 
interests include service as direc¬ 
tor of the W. W. Sly Manufac¬ 
turing Co., Cleveland; treasurer 
and director of PLM Products, 
Inc., Cleveland, and vice-presi¬ 
dent and director of Atkinson & 
Williams, Inc., Lorain. 

He is also a director of the 
Avon Lake Community Fund, a 
director of the Rotary Club of 
Lakewood, a Boy Scout commit¬ 
teeman. a member of the City 
Club, a i has served as Avon 
Lake councilman. 

Lawrence, one of the founders 
of the company, served as vice- 
president from its organization 
in 1926 to 1914, when he was 
elected president. 

At the May directors meeting 
the board was increased from 
five to seven members, with C. 
L. Fell and Carl Harris being 
elected to fill the newly created 
vacancies. 

Fell has been with the com¬ 
pany since 1937 and served as 
Detroit district manager until: 
1953 when ho was transferred tOj 
the home office in Cleveland as 
sales manager of the textile di¬ 
vision. 

Harris has been with the com¬ 
pany for seven years as chief 
engineer and, since 1953, as vice- 
president in charge of produc¬ 
tion. __ ■ ■ i ■ i i 


yoiwfiaUCou^ri, 

American WonoRljljttf mate¬ 
rial handling equipment manu¬ 
facturers at 13107 Athens Ave., 
Lakewood, has established a 
wholly-owned subsidiary, Canadi¬ 
an MonoRail Co., Ltd., it was an¬ 
nounced today by President J. L. 
Pischke.£ N I 0 - 7 f - r 4 

Canadian MonoRail has Iea&d 
4,000 square feet of maufactur- 
ing space in Galt, Ont., where 
production will begin immedi¬ 
ately on monorail and cranes of 
the same design as those manu¬ 
factured in the Cleveland plant. 

AH officers of the new sub¬ 
sidiary will be tlie same as those 
of the parent company. Quigg 
Lohr, assistant secretary, will 
serve as general manager of 
the Canadian operation and Earl 
Balke has been transferred from 
the Clevelarfd engineering de¬ 
partment to Galt where he will 
serve as works manager. 


Fell Is Elected' 

SUSS* 

C. L. Fell, who became sales 
manager of the textile division 
of American MonoRail Co. here 
last~Ju!y, has beerTelected vice 


president-marketing, the com¬ 
pany announced today. He has 
been with the company since 
1935 and wasu made a director 
last June. (3/(1 1 

The West Side concern re¬ 
ported it has purchased the 
Landahl Conveyer Co. of Colum¬ 
bus which will be maintained 
as a subsidiary and continue op¬ 
erations in the Columbus plant. 
Xjn?. Landahl assumes the post 
general sales manager. 

It also announced organiza¬ 
tion of Canadian MonoRail Co., 
Ltd., as a wholly owned sub¬ 
sidiary at Galt, Ont. Quigg Lohr, 
assistant secretary of the parent 
concern, becomes general mana¬ 
ger of the Canadian company 
and Earl Balke transfers from 
engineering here to works man¬ 
ager at Galt. 


MonoRail Buys 
0&frf)^Jbus Fifni, 
O/S&fttylWCanada 

Americah 1 ftlorfoRan Tco.. I 

13i07-ATTOITr KVe., Takewo^l 

today announced purchase of} 
the Landahl Conveyor Co., Co¬ 
lumbus, as a subsidiary and the 
organization of the Canadian 
MonoRail Co. Ltd., as a wholly 
owned subsidiary at Galt, Ont. 

New officers for Landahl in¬ 
clude John L. Pischke,. presi¬ 
dent, and Carl Harris, secre¬ 
tary, both of Cleveland. J. P. 
Landahl, one of the assignors 
of the original patents covering 
the chain less conveyor, will be 
general sales manager. 

The Landahl chainless con¬ 
veyor consists of a series of 
universally joined, special roller 
trolleys coupled together by 
solid rods permitting smooth 
flow of light unit loads without 
the use of chain, cable, sprock¬ 
ets or take-ups. 

Canadian MonoRail will fabri¬ 
cate the same standard Mono- 
Rail and crane units as pro¬ 
duced here. Quigg Lohr, assist¬ 
ant secretary of the parent or¬ 
ganization, will be general man¬ 
ager and Earl Balke, trans¬ 
ferred from engineering at 
Cleveland, will be acting works 
manager at Galt 

American MonoRail also an¬ 
nounced election of C. L. Fell 
as vice president-marketing. He 
was appointed last July as 
sales manager, textile division, 
and formerly was Detroit dis¬ 
trict manager. 
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BY JACK CLEARY, Financial Editor 


Upturn in Sales of Overhead 
Conveyor Systems Is Noted 

With full realization that it takes more than one 
swallow to make a summer, J. L. Pischke, president of 
American MonoRail Co., 13107 Athens Ave., Lakewood, 
Is hesitant to^pre3ict~a rising curve for his company’s 
business. 

However, he reveals that bookings approximating $700,- 
000 in July were the highest for any month since April of 
1954. 

Although cheered by the influx of orders, the executive 
cautiously says “Let’s wait to see whether this high level can be 
maintained for a couple more months.” 

If it does,” he adds, “it is possible that total sales for the fiscal 
year ending Oct. 31 may equal or exceed last year’s $6.6 million.” 

A sustained upswing in business for companies such as Amer¬ 
ican MonoRail would have definite bullish implications for the 
economy as a whole. 

Twenty-nine-year-old American MonoRail is a major manufac¬ 
turer of overhead cranes for production lines in industrial plants. 

Traditionally, a rise in orders for such equipment has 
been a prelude to increased general industrial activity. A 
system of overhead cranes represents a substantial, perma¬ 
nent capital investment. 


When new plants are so outfitted or older ones modernized 
it’s a pretty solid indication that the pace of production will be 
stepped up. 

In recent months American MonoRail had been experiencing 
a hesitant trend in receipt of new orders. However, Pischke re¬ 
ports, inquiries have been heavy for the past six months. 

“It seems that many planned new conveyor projects have been 
held in abeyance pending a final go-ahead signal,” Pischke feels. 
“Very few of these prospective projects are dead. So, it is possible 
the industry could experience a flow of new orders in the near 
future since most economists predict that corporation spending 
for plant and capital equipment will continue close to recent high 
levels.” 

Si 

American MonoRail over the past few years has been 
broadening its line of railed products. 

One of these is blower equipment, mounted on tracks, for 
cleaning lint from weaving machines, looms and cloth in cotton 
textile mills. This has been so successful that the textile industry 
is now taking about 30 per cent of MonoRail’s total production. 

Another is a newly-engineered continuous power conveyor 
system employing no cables or chains. Steel rods connect the 
various load-carrying trolley devices to provide greater accuracy 
of operation and relative freedom from line interruptions. 

The latter is ah outgrowth of the company’s purchase last year 
of Landahl Conveyor Co. of Columbus, which MonoRail now oper¬ 
ates as a subsidiary. 
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Builds Addition 


BY LOUIS BIRNBAUM 

Smooth-running overhead con¬ 
veyor units built at the busy 
ican MonoRail . Co. plant at 13107 
Athens Avenue, Lakewood, are 
helping to speed production at 
many of the leading aircraft manu¬ 
facturing plants in the country. 

Henry M. Miller, president of the 
company, which started to manu¬ 
facture material-handling equip¬ 
ment for aircraft plants about 10 
years ago, yesterday said ^con¬ 
cern had received nearly $700,000 
worth of orders from defense in¬ 
dustries since Jan. 1. 

To cope with increased demands 
for its products, the company is 
building an addition to its quarters 
which will raise the total plant 
space from 44,000 square feet to 
52,800 square feet. The factory em¬ 
ploys 150 men in three shifts. 

A leader in the “upside down 
railway” field, American MonoRail 
manufactures manual and power- 
operated monorail cranes used in 
transporting bulky factory materials 
from one part of a plant to another. 
The loads are attached to hoists 
suspended from cranes that travel 
along overhead tracks made of 
high-carbon steel. . 

Among large aircraft plants that 
haye American MonoRail installa¬ 
tions are Boeing Aircraft Corp., 
Seattle; Consolidated Ai^aft Corp., 
San Diego, Cal.; Curtiss-Wright Air¬ 
plane Co., Buffalo; Bell Aircraft 
Co., Buffalo, and the Glenn L. Mar¬ 
tin Co., Baltimore. 

For the Martin plant, which is 
making bombing planes. American 
MonoRail built an extensive inter¬ 
locking crane system that involved 
the fabrication of nearly 10 mile, 
of overhead trackage. The system 
services an area almost the size of 
a city block. 

Supplies Munition Plants 

In addition to conveyors designed 
for airplane companies, the Cleve¬ 
land concern has made 
equipment for use at munition 
plants and government arsenals 
Miller said. He added that his 
company’s machinery was being 
used at United States Army and 
Navy air bases on the Pacific and 
Atlantic Coasts. 


The company was the first to 
build aluminum monorails. Miller 
said, and pioneered in the develop¬ 
ment of the pneumatic rubber- 
wheel drive for electric cranes. 
Tractive contact in these cranes is 
provided by rubber tires inflated 
against the bottom of the crane 
track. 

Although about half of the com¬ 
pany’s output is for plants filling 
defense orders, the concern, organ¬ 
ized in 1926, produces equipment for 
other types of industries.* 

Its conveyors move such loads 
as bakery racks, batch mixtures, 
paper rolls, beams of yarn, buckets, 
canned foods, heavy rolls of cloth 
and even bunches of bananas. 

James P. Lawrence is vice presi¬ 
dent in charge of sales. F. C. Harris 
s treasurer and chief engineer and 
I. L. Pischke is secretary and audi¬ 


tor. C. deV. Miller is manager of 
the company’s eastern division with 
headquarters at Philadelphia. 

Engineering and sales offices arc 
maintained at Philadelphia, Chi¬ 
cago, Detroit, Atlanta, Ga., anc 
Charlotte, N. C. 


Monorail Opet&tes 
as Eatoft?%aliiJJ nit 

_ .fylpflokan Co. 
•h€re7 ' earlier' tills 

month, formally began oper¬ 
ating yesterday as a division 
of Eaton Yale & Town® Inc. 

here. r fc LllCM 
John (A Friscnkirn, roitn- 
feHy executive vice president 
of American Monorail, has 
.been appointed to head the di¬ 
vision as general manager. 
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Workers Yell 
'Timber!' and 

s V’ft® ps 

A llu-root brick smokestack 
collapsed in Euclid yesterday— 
All according to 

American MonoRail Co. has 
recently purchased for $600,000 
the former Geometric Stamping 
Co. plant and grounds at 1111 
E. 200th Street. 

As arrangements for the mov¬ 
ing of MonoRail from 13107 
Athens Avenue in Lakewood to 
the new quarters were com¬ 
pleted, MonoRail officials decid¬ 
ed the big smokestack and the 
standby coal-fired boiler it 
served would not be needed. 

They considered taking it 
down brick by brick, but it was 
decided that collapsing it would 
be more practical. It fell as ac¬ 
curately as lumbermen drop 
trees. 

Moving and remodeling con¬ 
tracts for MonoRail will total 
about $200,000, Carl Harris, 
vice president for production, 
said. 

MonoRail plans to rejuvenate 
the grounds, which include ex¬ 
tensive areas of grass, shrubs 
And trees, and bring them back 
to the condition that won prizes 
for industrial plant landscaping 
several years ago. 

A new roof will be put over 
the E. 200th Street building. 
More parking abeas are being 
prepared and a new lobby is 
under construction. 

* Shipments of heavy steel for 
t cranes, runways and other 
' products are being received at 
the Euclid plant. j 

The firm plans to move plant 
equipment, offices and person¬ 


nel between mid-June and mid- 
July. Almost continuous pro¬ 
duction will be maintained ex¬ 
cept for the annual vacation 
weeks of June 27 to July 13. /f 
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financial notes — 
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MonoRail Buys Plant 


in Eucli4 c W§Ipand 





By JOHN E. BRYAN 

Financial Editor 

ycstcr- 

k day announce5"a”*major" expansion with 
purchase of the 130,000-square-foot plant 
of the former Geometric Stamping Co. at 
J 1111 E - 200th Street, Euclid, for $600,000. 

4 * iff Seller was Euclid Stamping Co., most 
P £ Jl recent occupant. J. L. Pischke, MonoRail 
john e. brtan president, also announced his firm plans to 
spend about $150,000 in improvements and in moving 
its equipment to the new plant. 

MonoRail, a leader nationally 


m- 


in the materials handling 
dustry with annual sales ap¬ 
proaching eight million dollars 
in a good year, will move from 
its present headquarters and 
plant at 13107 Athens Avenue, 
Lakewood, and another build¬ 
ing at Brookpark Road S. W. 
at W. 150th Street, by the mid¬ 
dle of this year. Present prop¬ 
erties include about 90,000 
square feet. 

Company Growing 
C. L. Fell, vice president¬ 
marketing, said: “The require¬ 
ment for expanded modem 
plant and office facilities has 


a share for the first fiscal quar> 
ter ended last, . 


come about through a contin¬ 
uous company growth in the 
industry and diversification 
into other lines of material 
handling equipment. This will 
permit product improvements 
with cost reduction and flexi¬ 
bility for further expansion of 
product lines.” 

American MonoRail, now in 
its* 33rd year, also has a Con¬ 
veyor division in Tipp City, O., 
and a wholly owned subsidiary, 
Canadian MonoRail Co., Ltd., 
at Galt, Ont. Its stock is 
traded in the over-the-counter 
market and was quoted yester¬ 
day at $5.25 bid and $6.50 
asked. Book value at the end 
of the fiscal year last Oct. 31 
was $6.88 a share. 

A plant, such as the one just 
purchased, has been long 
sought by MonoRail officials to 
reduce operating expenses just 
as the company does for its 
customers. The Euclid plant 
covers seven acres, has an at¬ 
tractive two-story office build¬ 
ing and indoor railroad sidings 
and truck docks. 

„ In the recession year of 1958, 
MonoRail earnings were equal 
to 26 cents a common share and 
dividends totaled 15 cents. This 
compared with pr&fit equal to 
91 cents a share in 1957, when 
dividends totaled 40 cents, and 
to the peak of $1.02 a share 
net income in 1956. The com- 
v pany reported a loss of 13 cents 


















The city of Cleveland was an early customer of American MonoRail 30 
years ago. It used a special assembly and hoist for handling drums of 
chloride, weighing 1 JOflqoQuivdB'eaatofrat its water treatment plant. 

BUSINESS INF. BUR. 
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Still on the Track 


T HE TRACK and block and tackle 
which moved hay from the wagon 
into the barn have come a long 
way. Their descendants, much more 
sophisticated, will be found Tuesday 
through Friday at the Materials Han¬ 
dling Institute’s exposition in Public 
Hall. 

Among the 210 firms which will be 
represented there will be Cleveland’s 
A merican Mono Rail Co...whose products 
especially owe much to the hay barn. 
American MonoRail has been saving 


muscles more than 33 years 
According to one story, a converted 
barn-type track was first used in indus¬ 
try during World War I to handle shells 
at the suggestion of some ex-farm boys. 
A few years later, American MonoRail 
was set up in a small plant on Pear 
Avenue N. W., off Madison near W. 65th 
Street. Over the years American ex¬ 
panded, now occupies 60,000 square feet 
at 13107 Athens Avenue, Lakewood. 
This summer it will be moved into a 
much larger building at 1111 E. 200th 
Street, Euclid. 


MonoRail Slflns 
British 

an flSSr?v' 

Lofhborough. England, today 
announced signing of licensing 
agreements aimed at expa 
sion program for both compa-, 

n “ Mortis? oni of ’tl ie world’s 

largest manufacturers of \ 
cranes with plants in Australia, 
South Africa and Niagara Falls. 
Canada, as well as in Engtand, 
rpcentlv purchased British 
MonoRail Ltd. of Yorkshire 
England, in which the Cleveland 
concern had an interest. 

Through the agreements, 
British MonoRail. operating as 
a subsidiary of Morris, will 
manufacture materials handling 
equipment, including overhead 
monorail and monorail crane 
equipment, automatic cleaning 
units for the texUle industry 
and will offer materials han¬ 
dling egine ering _ 


MonoRail Elects Two. i 

OQuigg f L«hr and William x’ 
Nelson ^d* new 

directors of the American 
MonoRail Co. Lohr was made 
assistant secretary of the com¬ 
pany in 1941 and became gen¬ 
eral manager of Canadian 
MonoRail Co. Ltd., Galt, Or. 
Nelson is a member of the la>' 
firm of Spieth, Spring & Bd\ 
here and is co-executor of the 
estate of the late J. P. Law¬ 
rence, former president and 
later chairman Jbi American 
MonoRail. OJP <T| 



The life of an 
automobile 
mechanic was 
made easier 
at a service 
station when 
an early 
American 
MonoRail track 
and hoist lifted 
the motor out 
for rebuilding. 
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Mayfran are subsidiaries ot 
Fischer Industries, accord¬ 
ing to N a h u i s. Monorail 
makes overhead material¬ 
handling equipment and 
textile-cleaning machinery. 


PRESS 

By NORMAN MLACHAK 

OCT 2^Jg itcr 


EMPLOYEES, some with 
up to .30 years of service, 
were notified on Oct. 1 that 
the plant at 1111. E. 200th 
St. would be closed. 


Company officials de- 
AuiUiuuiMuiiui m iniinli rlim <1 *to comment on the 
ha’T^Been bought and sold reason and Fischer, w’ho is 
three times in the past sev* traveling in Europe, could 
en years, will close down its not be reached, 
production lines in Euclid Balasz ^ that workers 
on Tuesday and move opera Werft t0 , d the plant is clos . 
tions to Greenville, b.C. j n g because the firm could 
The closing will end pro n o t continue operations 
duction operations which boll 1 h* re anc in Greenville, 
began in Cleveland 56 years S C. 
ago and provided work for 

several! hundred persons THE GREENVILLE plant 
during ihe company’s peak, was built in the late 1960’s. 

When construction was an- 
The firm began phasingnounced in 1966, Fischer 
out three months ago. ac S p oke of a possible transfer 
cording to Milton B. Nahuis, 0 f operations from Cleve- 
administration manager.i an d if wages here contin- 
There are now about 50 pro-ued to rise, 
duction workers and more , 

than 100 office' workers re- Nahuis said that s - 

„,- ln)ni j fice workers would be trans- 

ferred to the headquarters 

NAHWS .MET with 

"SnVl’d Vm ‘* e - 

relating to the closing. Balasz said today that ac- 

. j tuaries are now working on 
Workers are represented ^ distribution of pension 
by WalterBalasz, busmesi {unds The p e n s i 0 n pro- 
representative for the I e be said, was started 

national Association of Ma-6 g ^ ^ w - th a plan of 

amortizing it over 30 years. 


chinists. 


American Monorail was 
acquired in 1965 by Hans 
Fischer, board chairman for 
Mayfran Inc.‘and Fischer In¬ 
dustries. At that time he 
paid an estimated $3.5 mil¬ 
lion for the plant, buying it 
for Mayfran. 


Balasz expressed d i s a p- 
pointment over Cleveland 
firms which are m o v i n g 
south, saying such moves 
leave workers “high and 
dry.” " 


Three years later he sold 
it to the Eaton Corp. for a 
reported $7.7 million. 


nine months ago 

Fischer bought the firm i 
again this time for Fischer 
Industries which has been 
expanding manufacturing 
operations in Europe. 

American Monorail and 
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